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Two-year Dental Hygiene Education in Meirin College
and
the National Board Examination

— Relationship of Scores on the Dental Hygienist Examination and an Achievement Test on Admission —

Akemi Hirasawa, Akira Oguro, Miyuki Watanabe
Department of Dental Hygiene & Welfare, Meirin College
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The 1,003 students who were admitted to the Department of Dental Hygiene & Welfare, Meirin College
during 1997-2007 were statistically analyzed for a relationship between results of the Dental Hygienist
Examination (the national board examination) of the graduates of 2-year education for 9 years from the
opening of the school in 1997, and an achievement test in fundamental scholastic ability immediately after
admission from 2004. (1) Scores on the Dental Hygienist Examination tended downward over the years
since 1999. (2) Significant differences in the passing rate were not recognized as compared to the national
rate of the examination. (3) Scores of the achievement test tended downward year by year from 2004. (4)
There was a correlation between the sores of the Dental Hygienist Examination and the achievement
test in fundamental scholastic ability, as well.
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